
In 1596, an English chancellor cut a hole through the center of an
inarticulate lawyer’s rambling, 120-page tome, stuffed the lawyer’s
head through it, and paraded him before the entire court at
Westminster Hall. 

If the lawyer used plain language then:
• he would have saved both his own and the chancellor’s time and

effort,
• the chancellor would not have paraded the lawyer before court, 
• the chancellor would have been more likely do what the lawyer asked

because he understood what the lawyer wanted.

To learn how to avoid what the lawyer did

JOIN OUR ON-LINE 

PLAIN LANGUAGE SUMMIT
http://www.plainlanguage.gov

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 2000

We’ve provided everything you need to run a half-day meeting  -
agenda, talking points, overheads, exercises, logistics.  All you have to do
is download them and print them out.

On-line class assignments in:

• Basic principles
• How to save time, effort & money
• Testing document with your customers

Fun stuff - contest in top bureaucratese and legalese writing

Video broadcast of plain language experts



The virtual summit is in celebration of the 2nd anniversary of
President Clinton’s Plain Language Memo signed June 1,
1998 

Need more info? - check the website or call 202-694-0034


